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un touch ability, Later on I advised a change over to Sikhism because of the obvious
redeeming features of that sect.

I must first make it clear that for a Hindu to change to Sikhism is not conver-
sion nor is it a lesser evil as some are inclined to think. Conversion implies embrac-
ing an alien faith. Nothing could be more ridiculous than to suppose that Sikhism
is alien to Hinduism. Most certainly it is not, as it has sprung from Hinduism itself.
It is only one of the many protestant sects of Hinduism, I think this misconception
prevailing among some of "the Sikhs and some sections of the Hindus that the Sikhs
are not Hindus is generally responsible for the unnecessary hue and cry raised over
the Arnbedkar-Moonje formula and the violent opposition shown to it in some quarters.

As I said above, Sikhism has certain redeeming features. The most important
among them is that that section of the Hindus alone has not forgotten the most
essential part of a man's equipment for life and that is the Eirpau (Kirpan). The
Sikhs are the warrior class of the Hindus, their militant vanguard. Is it not for our
own good that that class should be increased and strengthened by the fusion of
newer and fresher blood ? Can it not be said from this point of view that it is not
a lesser evil but a greater good that the untouchables should become Sikhs ? Will
it not be suicidal for us all to ignore this problem and oppose the move to embrace
Sikhism in the face of persistent and ever increasing effort in foreign Muslim and
Christian countries to raise funds and send missions to get the untouchables con-
verted to their respective folds ?

A.XD CONVERSION
I   think    a   great   disservice   has   been   done   to the   Hindu community by the
thoroughly mistaken view held by its leaders in the immediately preceding   centuries
that only_ a Hindu by birth was a Hindu   and hence   conversion was altogether ruled
out.   This   has   aggravated   the   danger   facing   the   Hindus from the proselyti ng
activities of the missioneries   of   alien   faiths,   which   have gone on  without   sbing
counteracted even   by   any   assimilation   of   members of those faiths in our foldei
section of the Hindus still persists   in   saying   that   Hinduism, does not allow of.any
conversions.   Some   followers    ot   alien   faiths   repeat   this   like parrots and oppose
Hindu   missionary   activities   which are to-day in evidence.   But this is absurd.   Of
course, forcible conversion   is   unknown   to Hinduism.   What   the early Hindus, the
Aryans, did was to slowly absorb the aborigines   in their   fold and if this fact is not
realised by many it is because the   absorption   was  gradual and was not attended by
any pompuous   ceremonies   and   heralding   trumpets.   The   aborigines as well as the
outcastes were interceptibly   absorbed   as they   reached   the then prevailing standard
of culture and polish.   Till that standard   was" reached   these   people were of course
kept aloof and I think the forgetting by later   generation   of this underlying principle
of   segregation,   was   one   of   the   causes   that   later  gave rise to the institution of
untouchability.   I have myself   admitted   in   recent  years some English, French and
American ladies to Hinduism and   I am   glad to say "that  none of them has been in
any was inferior   to Hindu   women   proper.   I   have   seen for myself that within 8
years of   her   conversion   Her Highness Maharani Sharmisthadevi Holkar, Miss Nancy
Miller as she previously was, has proved   herself   to   be even more of a Hindu than
any originally Hindu woman.   I am sure that if she had become the Indore Makarani
some years previous to when she actually did, Indore would not have seen   such had
clays.
Though the Hindus need not be over-anxious to convert aliens to Hinduism
and should have only those of them converted -who wish to do so of their own
accord, I^must emphasize that ceaseless and determined attempts must be pursued
to readmit into our fold those of us who have gone out due to their ignorance and
(Her tnttifferenee. This is a matter which the Hindu Mahasabha must seriously
ts&e in &and. The Mahasabha must remember that it is a body of Hindus not
Bieorety fey birth but also by adoption.
ffce   Mahasabha^ must   also   be   on   the   alert to defend the interests   of Hindus
Hinduism in overseas   countries   is   always   shadowed by the mortal danger
state-aided   -missionary   evangelising   activities.   I   think   the   Sabha   ought   to
sscler seriously the proposal coming from the Nairobi Hindu Union that the
fiiados abroad should be organized in Hindu Sabhas which should be affiliated to
the central body in Hindnsthan, That would bring us all closer together and
strengthen oar fraternal ties. Besides this, I should suggest that Hindu missionaries
migfat to be sent abroad to keep up the flame of Hinduism alight and to prevent
aay of oar brethren from embracing an, alien faith through mistaken TOWS.